
Bar National Mock Trial
Competition 2011/12

The law affects every part of our lives, it features in nearly every news story we
read and underpins our society. The Bar National Mock Trial Competition aims to
introduce the legal system to young people in an innovative and exciting way.

Now in its twenty first year, the competition involves young people from schools
throughout England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Every year over
2,000 students and 300 practising barristers, advocates and judges are involved
in the competition.
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A great opportunity for
students to be challenged 
and develop skills that will be
required in higher education
and in future careers.’ 
Teacher‘
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The Citizenship Foundation is an independent education and participation charity that aims to
encourage and enable individuals to engage in democratic society. We focus on developing
individuals’ citizenship skills, knowledge and understanding by supporting the delivery of citizenship
education and working with young people on issues that concern them. 

BMT Project Officer, Sarah Ryan:  020 7566 4154   bmt@citizenshipfoundation.org.uk
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Why enter?
The competition provides a fun way to deliver
key elements of the citizenship curriculum. It
allows students the opportunity to:

•  gain an understanding of legal rights and
responsibilities and the role and
workings of the criminal justice system.

•  develop skills of research, discussion,
public speaking, analysis,
communication and teamwork.

Who can enter?
All state-funded secondary schools and FE
colleges in England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland. Students must be aged 15-18.

What is involved?
A team of 15 students (16 in Scotland) compete
against other local schools by taking on the roles
of prosecution and defence barristers, witnesses,
court staff and jurors in a live format at a local
Crown/High Court using a specially written case.
Their performances are judged by real legal
professionals. Regional heats take place on a
Saturday in November, with the winning schools
going to the National Final at the Old Bailey in
March 2012.

How do we enter?
To enter this year’s competition you will need to
complete an online application form. To access
the application form and to find out more
visit:
www.citizenshipfoundation.org.uk/bmt

The Bar National Mock Trial Competition is
funded by the General Council of the Bar of
England and Wales, the four Inns of Court,
and the local Bar Circuits. In Scotland it is
supported by the Faculty of Advocates, and in
Northern Ireland by the Bar Library of
Northern Ireland. The school prizes are kindly
donated by Hodder Education.

Applications open: 9 May 2011      Applications close: 15 June 2011

Bar National Mock Trial Competition 2011/12

Taking part in the competition
makes the law seem less remote.’
Student from participating school ‘A wealth of talent in our state
schools is being given a chance to
show what they can do, experience
the criminal justice system and
prove what I personally already
know: the Bar is open to all.’ 
John Cooper QC, a judge at the previous national final
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